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Serial Number: 10/569**956 2 RECEIVED 

Docket Number: 05-92 feUS CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

I AMENDMENT S TO THE CLAIMS: $EP 1 7 2009 

Please amend the claiijis as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A goods sales management system, comprising: 

a plurality of vending machines, each of the vending machines having a container for storing 

a plurality of goods; and 

a vending machine management apparatus for controlling the plurality of vending machines, 
the vending machine management apparatus being associated with each of the plurality of goods 
vending machines, 

wherein said vending machine management apparatus comprises time information 
transmitting means for transmitting time as time information to each of the plurality of vending 
machines, 

wherein each of said vendin g machines comprises: 

time adjustment management means for managing time as time information and 
making the managed time coincide with said time information managed by and transmitted from 
the vending machine management apparatus; ^ r 

goods delivering means for delivering the goods from the container; 

delivered-goods number counting means for counting a number of the goods 
delivered by said goods delivering means; 

goods number setting means for setting a maximum number of goods storable i n the 
container according to a capacity of the container; and 

information transmitting/receiving means for transmitting a request for restocking 
the goods to said vending machine management apparatus when a number obtained by subtracting 
the number counted by said delivered-goods number counting means from the number set by said 
goods number setting means is less than a predetermined number of remaining goods, 

wherein said vending machine transmits said time information as well as said request for 
restocking the goods to said vending machine management apparatus, 
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wherein said vending machine management apparatus transmits said time information 
managed thereby to said goods vending machine as a transmitter of said request for restocking the 
goods by said time information transmitting means when said request for restocking the goods is 
received, 

wherein said time adjustment management means of said vending machine makes said time 
managed coincide with said time information transmitted from said vending machine management 
apparatus* [[and]] 

wherein the predetermined number is dynamic ally calculated prior to each restocking based 
npnti a predicted time that a product will be s o ld out, and wherein said predicted time is based on a 
rate of sales of said product since a previous restocking, the predetermined number being 
dynamically calculated prior to each restoc kin g to permit restocking to occur before the product 
will be sold out 

1 — ■ Vh o r o in t he p rr ri ntnrm-n- i i -strobe i fede tea s^ed l™nnH ™ a predicted timo that. a product - ^ 
will be cold- p ut, the predet e rmined ; numbor being determined to allow a restocking to ocnur before <; , 
the product w i ll b e sold out . ^ 

2. (Previously Presented) The goods sales management system according to claim I, said 
vending machine management apparatus further comprising response means for transmitting a 
response signat when receiving the request for restocking the goods. 

3. (Previously Presented) The goods sales management system according to claim 1, wherein 
said plurality of containers of said vending machines each contains a plurality of kinds of goods in 
each container, and 

wherein each of said vending machines further comprises a sales management unit for 
delivering the goods by said goods delivering means in accordance with a selecting operation of 
desired kinds of goods after receiving a payment. 
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4, (Currently Amended) A goods sales management method, using a goods sales management 
system having a plurality of vending machines, each vending machine provided with a container for 
storing a plurality of goods and a vending machine management apparatus associated with each of 
the plurality of vending machines to control the plurality of vending machines, in which sales 
information of the goods in the plurality of goods vending machines is managed, said method 
comprising: 

setting a maximum number of the goods storable in said container of said vending machine 
in accordance with a capacity of the container; 

transmitting a request for restocking the goods and time information managed by sard 
vending machine to said vending machine management apparatus when a number obtained by 
subtracting an actual number of the goods delivered by the vending machine from the maximum . 
number of the goods set in the vending machine is less than a predetermined number of remaining * ; 
goods; 

transmitting time information managed by said vending machine management apparatus to ^ 
the goods vending machine as a transmitter of said request for restocking the goods when receiving 
said request for restocking the goods; and 

making said time information managed by said vending machine coincide with the time 
information transmitted from said vending machine management apparatus:, 

wherein the predetermined number is dynam ically calculated prior to each restocking based 
upon a predicted time that a product will be sold oul and wherein said predicted time i s based o n a 
rate of sales of said product since a previous rest ocking, the predetermined number being, 
d ynamically calculated prior to each restockin g to permit restocking to occur before the product 
will be sold out 

wherein the pr o dotormined -f uirnber is determined based on o predicted time that a prodw et- 

will bo sold out, the prodotorminod number - b e ing dotorminod to allow a rebooking to occur before 
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th o ^ product will bo sold out . 

5. (Previously Presented) The goods sales management system according to claim 2, wherein 
said containers separately contain a plurality of kinds of goods in each container, and 

wherein each of said vending machines further comprises a sales management unit for 
delivering the goods by said goods delivering means in accordance with a selecting operation of a 
desired good after a payment is complete, 

6. (Previously Presented) The goods sales management system according to claim 1, wherein 
the vending machine management apparatus is associated with each of the plurality of vending 
machines through a communication line. 

7. (Currently Amended) A vending, machine management system^ comprising a plurality of 
vending machines associated with a vending machine management apparatus, 

wherein each of the plurality , of :.yeji$ng machines computes a number of a product 
delivered by that vending machine and, when the number of the product delivered by a vending 
machine is less than a predetermined number for that product, the vending machine transmits a 
restocking request to the vending machine management apparatus, [[and]] 

wherein the predetermined number is dynamic ally calculated prior to each restocking based 
unon a predicted time that a pnoduct will be sold out , and wherein said predicted time is based on a 
rate of sales of said product since a previous restoc k in g, the predeterm ined number being . 
dynamically calculated prinr to each restocking to permit restocking to occur before the product 
will be sold out 

•rhoroin thi* rrH"t"™^^ tmmtinr ^ rWnrminod hosed on a predicted timo that o product 
will bo cold out from th" y^ning m^hin^ the prnrintortm i iGd numb n r boing determined to allow a 
restocking to occur before the product will be sold out 
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8. (Previously Presented) The vending machine management system according to claim 7, 
further comprising a vending machine time management unit provided in each of the plurality of 
vending machines, the vending machine time management units being configured to manage time 
information. 

9. (Previously Presented) The goods sales management system according to claim 1, wherein 
said vending machine management apparatus predicts a time when a stockout may occur. 

10. (Previously Presented) The goods sales management system according to claim 9 5 wherein 
said vending machine management apparatus calculates the time when the stockout may occur 
based on sales conditions of the goods and the predetermined number of goods remaining. 

11 . (Previously Presented) The goods sales management system accordi ng to claim 1 0, wherein . 
the sales condition of the goods comprises a length of time between a current restocking request r ;K 
and a next restocking request 

12. (Previously Presented) The goods sales management system according to claim 9, wherein 
said vending machine management apparatus calculates the time when the stockout may occur 
based on a time period when the number obtained by subtracting the number counted by said 
delivered-goods number counting means from the number set by said goods number setting means 
is less than the predetermined number of remaining goods. 

1 3. (Previously Presented) The goods sales management system according to claim 1 , wherein 
the predetermined number of remaining goods is dynamically calculated. 
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14. (Previously Presented) The goods sales management method according to claim 4, further 
comprising dynamically calculating the predetermined number of remaining goods. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The vending machine management system according to claim 7, 
wherein the predetermined number of remaining goods is dynamically calculated. 

16. (Previously Presented) The goods sales management system according to claim 2, wherein 
said vending machine receives the response signal from said response means, after transmitting said 
request for restocking the goods, then cuts off communications with said vending machine 
management apparatus. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The vending machine management system according to claim 8, 
further comprising a time adjustment unit provided in the vending machine management apparatus ^ 

\ configured to manage vending system time information for the vending management system. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The vending machine management system according to claim 1.7, 
wherein a respective one of the plurality of vending machines transmits respective time information 
as well as the restocking request to said vending machine management apparatus. 

19. (Previously Presented) The vending machine management system according to claim 1 8, 
wherein said vending machine management apparatus transmits said vending system time 
information managed to said respective vending machine transmitting said restocking request when 
said restocking request is received. 

20. (Previously Presented) The vending machine management system according to claim .1 9, 
wherein said vending machine time management unit makes said vending system time information 
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coincide with said vending system time information transmitted from said vending machine 
management apparatus. 



PAGE 9/14 1 RCVD AT 9/1712009 4:26:44 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] *■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/27 " DNIS:2738300 * CSID:7037612376 • DURATION (mm-ss):01-S8 



